
Contest Rules 
Innovation Pitch @ 2017 IUCRC Biennial Conference 
 
The 2017 IUCRC Planning Committee reserves the right to update these rules at any time.  Every attempt will be made to notify participants of any 
modification to this document; however it is ultimately the responsibility of participants to stay current with the rules & regulations via the 
conference website.  See the website for competition structure and details:  https://www.nsfiipconf.com/2017iucrc/innovation-pitch-contest 
 
General Requirements:  Ideas to be submitted by July 14th, 2017.  Contestants can enter one (1) idea into the competition. 

1. Undergraduate students, graduate students and post-doctoral individuals may participate. 
2. Entries must be early-stage ideas, not developed businesses. 
3. The proposed idea should be suitable for funding at some level to take it further. 
4. The proposed idea should not be in violation of any intellectual property rights as far as you are aware. 

Once submitted for a specific round, an idea cannot be changed or modified for that submitted round.  If the participant receives feedback from a 
mentor/coach between rounds, the idea may be amended based on comments and feedback from a mentor/coach. Although amendments can be 
made, the fundamental idea cannot change from round to round. 
 
Awards – 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th place awards will be presented; prizes to be announced 
  
Judging Criteria 
NEED - Need is clearly addressed? Is the problem compelling? 
APPROACH - How will envisioned company serve the need and make money? 
BENEFITS & COMPETITON - Is there a clear value prop? Know who comp is / how differentiated. 
FINANCIALS - Briefly a) mentions revenue and cost estimates b) states specific investment goal and explains uses. 
OVERALL PITCH and Q&A PERFORMANCE - Clear, concise, convincing, engaging, passionate, handled Q&A well, know their facts / numbers. 
INVITATION - Based on this interaction, would you invite this company (or project) for further discussions? 
 
 
Intellectual Property 
This competition is about beginning ideas; there will be no confidentiality agreements; please present only information you are comfortable with sharing. 

 

https://www.nsfiipconf.com/2017iucrc/innovation-pitch-contest

